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er to Press Shah on Oil Costs 


By Jack Anderson 

■ Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger will hold crucial dis- 
cussions in Teheran this week- 
end with the shah of. Iran, who. 
has the power to bring the stra- 
tospheric cost of oil back down 
to earth. 

The shah* lias become one of 
the world’s most recklessly 
greedy, unbelievably wealthy 
rulers. He spearheaded the 
move- to quadruple oil prices, 
and he still isn’t satisfied. He 
has hinted that the oil-produc- 
ing nations should charge even 
higher prices^ 

His more responsible neigh- 
bor, Saudi Arabia’s King Faisal, 
is worried that soaringoil costs 
could endanger the industrial 
West He has written a private 
letter to the shah, warning that 
neither kingdom will last if the 
West is plunged into economic 
chaos by exorbitant oil costs. To 
add emphasis to the warning. 
King Faisal delivered his letter 
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to Teheran in person. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran prod- 
uce almost half of the oil that is 
pumped by the 13 nations of the 
Thus, they could 


oil cartel, 
break the oil squeeze by acting 
together to cut prices. 

At lower levels, representa- 
tives of the two oil kingdoms are 
discussing a joint price reduc- 
tion. But the shah keeps talking 
about higher, not lower prices. 

He is determined to use his 
enormous oil wealth to make 
himself a world power. Last 
year alone, he spent $4 billion 
for U.S. military equipment.) 




